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IME perſon who attended Albert, was ., 
a domeſtic of the firſt order; beſides, | 

being maſter of many living languages, he 
was an excellent. muſician, and performed 
upon moſt inſtruments with maſterly per- 
fection; but, the German flute was his 
greateſt favourite. He was an Italian by 
birth, and had been originally deſigned 
for a, leſs humble avocation; although 
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Pl exact propriety of His behaviour 
could not fail of procuring . reſpe&, 
even from thoſe above him. His name 
was Semproni; he had entered the Count's 
ſervice three years before, at Potzdam, and 


ated more as interpreter and domeſtic 
agent, than a valet of the common rank. 


The Count was himſelf an amateur in 
the ſcience of harmony; played upon 
the violoncello with exceeding fine taſte, 
had a moſt melodious tenor voice; 
and, having learned under the firſt Italian 
maſters, ſung in the moſt exquiſite ſtile of 


their nation. 


The fignal for Veda, as propofed by 
Madam de Saint Foix, was to be a 
choſen ſonnet, with accompaniments 
from the flute of Semproni; and the 
return, a white ſcarf diſplayed from 
ſome conſpicuous window of an upper 
apartment: but Albert's approaches at pre- 
ſent were only to make ſuch neceſſary ob- 
J Terentius of the houſe and its rural en- 
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virons, as ſhould enable him at a proper 


ſeaſon to conduct himſelf with the greater — 
certainty. He beheld, at a ſmall diſtance, | 
the receptacle of his deareſt treaſure, and j 
envied it of its beauteous tenant. = 


' He explored every nook and arbour, | 
every green lane and winding foot- path; and, 
like a ſkilful and judicious mariner, entering j 
an unknown harbour, made ſuch obſerva- 
tions as could not fail to ſecure him, at any 
future time, a ſafe pilotage. 


At length, having fixed upon a par- 
ticular Situation for the purpoſe of his 
amorons ſummons, he returned to his 
humble cottage, and there ſpent the day 
in contemplating the rapture of returning 
evening. 
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Again, bright Phoebus retired from his | 
diurnal circuit —again the grey Twilight 
aſſumed her ſedate, though tranſient do- 
minion; and, again, the mild regent of 
K 2 nocturnal 1 i 
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nocturnal Bod caſt her filvery radiance 


over the face of nature! g 


| Aide, alſo, the enamoured Albert, fol- 
lowed by his faithful companion, ſtole 
forth; and retraced his morning foot- 


ſteps, until he arrived at the propitious 
{pot which had been ſelected for the pur- 
poſe of announcing his attendance. Sem- 


proni prepared his flute; and Albert, as if 


inſpired by the ſoul of Orpheus, ſung the 


following ſtanza. 


With grief I die, when Mira, matchleſs fair ! 
Rejects my love, and ſcorns my faithful pray*r : 
I die with tranſport, when her gentle ear, 
In pity ſoft, is pleas'd my vows to hear :— 
In each, I view my deſtin'd ruin ſure ; | 
Fall by the wound, or po oy the cure. 


While Albert, elegantly 0 


by Semproni, was chaunting thoſe lines, a 
light appeared in an attic window, and 
the white emblem before- mentioned was 


waved ſeveral times, in proof of his being 


heard. Burning wih impatience, he 
waited 


(CC. © 


waited but: a: few minutes, when he ob 
| ſerved: the approaches of two female fi- 


ures, which he rightly concluded to be. 


Veda, and an attendant,” whoſe. preſence. 


was demanded by delicacy. 


The receſs ſelected for this firlt obla- 
tion of mutual love, was a brake of bloſ- 


ſoming hawthorns; the roving airs 
ſcented by its fragrance, ſeemed to linger 


with delight: the lovely Veda advanced; 
and Albert, meeting her at ſome diſtance 
from the bower, led her trembling, and ex- 


quiſitely affected by love and apprehen- 


ſion, to a moſſy ſopha erected therein for 


the accommodation of wearied viſitants. 


After preſſing her ſoft kind! to his ena- 


moured lips, and acknowledgingthe grateful F 


ſenſibility of his heart for the-tender con- 


Jeſcenſion of that interview; he poured 
forth his whole ſoul in the. moſt melting 


ſtrains of love and eternal conſtancy. The 


wound, he ſaid, was as deep and laſting, as 
it was ſudden and irreſiſtible; and, although 
K 3 the. 
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the moment was not yet arrived, when its 
anguiſh could be abſorbed in the poſſeſſion 
of her charms; ſhe had ſtill full power 
to ſoften its rigour, by the acceptance of 
his vows — by pledging her faith againft 
the united power and perſuaſions of the 


Empreſs, and the unnatural views of his 
deteſted rival, Czerſkaſkoi. 


The fervor which accompanied theſe 
words, left no room in the mind of Veda 
to doubt their fincerity. Indeed, ſhe 
judged by the ſenſations of her own heart, 
how that of her lover was affected; and 
with a generous yet gentle candour, ac- 
knowledged the ſoft impreſſions of an 
equal paſſion. But, alas! ſhe faw ſo many 
irremediable bars to the poſſibility of a 
happy union, that ſhe dare not, ſhe 
ſaid, for a moment indulge the thought ; 
| ſhe was a friendleſs orphan, and under 

the abſolute controul of one who, though 
great and diſtinguiſhed as a ſovereign, was 
little acquainted with, or but little prac- 
tiſed, the duties of humbler felicity. 
+ Czer- | 


K 
Czerſkaſkoi, at whoſe name her nature 
ſhuddered, was too powerful to be offended: 


and, however it might be poſſible to 
move the Czarina's pity, her policy would 


remain inflexible. The character of Czer- 
ſkaſkoi, ſhe obſerved, was well known 
with him the ſacred reverence of love — 
with him the ſympathy of mutual inclina- 
tion—and, with him, the worth of female 
virtue—were objects, rather of contempt 
than indifference ; he deſpiſed every thing 
but the gratification of a haughty and 


tyrannic nature; and, to whatever purpoſe - 


he directed his barbarous views, that 
he was ſure, if poſſible, to accompliſh. 


Albert, who liſtened with tranſport to 
the generoſity and good ſenſe of Veda's 
obſervations, endeavoured to remove her 
 apprehenſions, by aſſerting the juſtice of 
his claims; by reprobating the/ profana- 
tion of an alliance with Czerſkaſkoi; and 


by_ declaring that he would avow his 


paſſion to the world; which, great as was 
Wo the 


— i. AAA A Z — bs —— 


( 116 ) 
tlie imperial Catherine, ſhe would not date ? 
to offend by a glaring infraction of juſtice. 
and humanity. ; 


Zut the more calm and ſettled judgment 

of Veda, ſoon effected a change of ſenti- 

ment. If, ſhe: obſerved, there was any 

| - poſſibility of avoiding the impending ruin, 
- it muſt be by deliberate caution ; by aſ- 
ſuming obedience ; and by truſting to the 

will of Heaven for the iſſue. All ſhe 

| could, for the «preſent moment; promiſe 
l— - * was, that nothing but force ſhould compel 
her to violate the ſacred quality of mar- 
riage; and that her heart: ſhould follow 
that hand, which ſhe then voluntarily pre- 
ſented; and which the tranſported Albert 
kiſſed with all the fervor of true devotion. . 


When the interchangeable effuſions of 
: love were in ſome degree abated, Albert 
recollected his engagements of friend- 
-ſhip—He juſtly apprehended that, in re- 
lating the ſtory of Lein ſter, ſome degree 
of delicate caution was neceſſary. The 


K 
gentle nature of Veda was already much 


affected; yet, the diſcovery was of too 
much conſequence to be delayed to any. | 


3 opportunity. 


Beginning, therefore, with a lively ans 
ſcription of his newly acquired friend, 
who he ſaid ſhould be the medium and 
confident of their future correſpondence ; 
and, after eſtabliſhing for him an acknow- 
ledged intereſt in the breaſt of Veda; he 
proceeded with progreſſive care to un- 
fold the particulars of his birth, and 


the principal object of his viſit at Peterſ- 
9 | 


e aſtoniſhed Veda, whoſe baniſhed 
father had often promiſed her a protector in 
a brother, gradually perceived that brother | 
in the friend of Albert; now fell upon her 
knees, and raiſing her lovely eyes to their 
kindred ſtars, poured: forth a grateful 

Prayer for his happineſs and preſervation. 
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be ſame prejudice or oppreſſion that 
cauſed the ruin of her houſe in Ruſſia, 
ſtill exiſting, Veda—as indeed had been 
before determined—advifed that Leinſter 
ſhould not immediately diſcover his true 
name and character. The title of Viſcount 


had been in his family many generations; 


and although it was ſuſpended for ſome 
time, by the revolutions of his country, 
he aſſumed it with a degree of ſelf-appro- 
bation, which thoſe who knew his hiſtory, 
could. not but ſanction. By that title it 
was, therefore, reſolved he ſhould alone, be 


diſtinguiſhed in Peterſburgh, 


Notwithſtanding the ſerenity of the 


evening, Albert began now to apprehend 


ſome danger from his beloved Veda's long 
continuance in the air. He expreſſed his 
ſolicitude with tender reluftance— Bus Ve- 


da had ſtronger motives for ne 


So. long an abſence, and at ſuch an Pour, 


might create ſuſpicion among the domef- 


tics, (who were moſtly 1 in the capacity of 
2 * & N ſpies) 
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ſpies) not only to the prejudice of her 
peace, but of her love. 


Her tenderneſs would not permit her to 
inform Albert of an event which had oc- 
curred that morning, and which, if known, 
would have greatly alloyed the happineſs 
of his interview. The truth however was, 
ſhe kad received a ſummons, by expreſs, 
from the Czarina, commanding her imme- 
diate attendance in town; and a direct pre- 
parationefor her approaching nuptials. 


The ſad moment of ſeparation could 
now be no longer delayed —vow's on each 
ſide were repeated; and ſome reciprocal "4 
tokens of everlafting affection being n- 
ceſſary, Albert preſented her with his own 0 
portrait, painted at Berlin, by an emi- | 

nent artiſt, ” and intended as a preſent to 4 
his fiſter. Veda, not being in poſſeſſion 1 
of a return exactly ſimilar, was obliged | 
to part with a miniature of her mother; 
which, allowing for the difparity of a 
few years, was a ſtriking archetype of 

her 
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her own beauty. In reſigning this beloved 
remembrance.of an honoured parent, ſhe 
enriched it with a tear, more dear to Albert, 


: : than the choiceſt pearl of India. 


Albert followed, wich his eyes, the 


5 charming Veda, until his view was inter- 
cepted by an angle of the wood; and then, 
with a ſign of mixed delight and anguiſh, 


walked ſlowly to the cottage. 


* his return to Peterſburgh w was not ex- 


pected, nor expedient, until evening, and 
ads he found a ſecret pleaſure in being near 


the idol of his wiſhes, he remained there 


all that night; and, for many hours of the 
next day, loitered about the retired avenues 


The 8 interview now alone oc. 
cupied the thoughts of Albert; and che 
image of Veda was ſo deeply impreſſed 


upon his mind, that he ſometimes imagin- 


ed ſhe was really, in ſubſtance, before 
him. 
Thus 


* 


En „ 

Thus enjoying the moſt extravagant idbas_ 

of her perfection, he thought nature had 
formed her in ſome indulgent hour, to 
ſhew that truth, and honour, were moſt” 


charming, when united to beauty; and 


virtue moſt engaging, when mingled with 
the chaſte delights of love! ; 35 1 


About mid-day, the ſappoſed W 
began their journey back; and travelling 
vithout meeting any material occurrence, 
reached the city in proper time. Leinſter 
was ſedulouſly employed in watching his | 
friend's return, and having judiciouſly diſ- 
poſed of all the domeſtics, the peaſants 
entered the houſe without any obſervation. 
Albert retired immediately to his apart- 
ment, and the next morning received 
, Madam de Saint Foix's medical confidant, 
who had attended in his abſence, and?) 
made regular reports to the Czarina re- 
ſpecting the progreſs of his amendment. 
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oe hs this vſcful i phaticin. the generous 
Pole, whole poſſeſſions, were in every re- 
ſpect, equal to his munificence, made an. 
atonement fully adequate to his expecta- 
tions, and to the dignity of his own ſtation, 
(which upon ſuch occaſions he never loſt 
ght of) and diſmiſſed him with due ac- 
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n "Every: ching W thus ted, it now: 
7 became neceſſary to gratify the natural cu-. 
4 rioſity and impatience of the Viſcount; to 
Vuhom Albert related every circumſtance, 
Y of his amorous journey—the. open avow- 
1 al of Veda's paſſion — her fears her hopes | 
l | —her reſolutions—and her vows! The joy 
ſhe expreſſed in the recovery of a ſuppoſed 
loſt brother her prayers and gratitude to 
N Heaven for his xeturn and happineſs; and, 
in mort, every circumſtance that occurred 
—— during the interview : to all of which, the 
Tag friendly and fraternal Leinſter likened with 
_ . apptobation and delight. 
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Coblonel de Saint Foix, to whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance Corine* Albert was ſo highly indebted, - 
and WEO was fo well acquainted. with the | 
violence of his attachment, paid. a viſit in h 
the evening, and was of courſe admitted. 3A 
Albert thought it“ neceſſary to acquaint = 
him allo with the particulars of his expedi- 
tion; and the Colonel, with great ſatisfac- * 
tion, congratulated: him on his ſucceſs ; . 
obſerving, thx nothing ould poſſibly be 
| more delicious than the enjoyment of mu- 
tual love: with the ſame breath, however, 
he informed tlie aſtoniſned and confounded 
friends, that every thing was preparing for 
the marriage of Price Czerikaſkoiz and 
that Veda was expected i in Peterſburgh the 


next evening on that account. 
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If any thing was yet wanting to prove 
the lightneſs of de Saint Foix's character, 
this unthinking and unexpected intelli- 
gence, was a ſufficient evidence. He coe 

not but obſerve the tranſition which it pra- 
duced in tlie mind of both his hearem; and 
recollecting himſelf, endeavoured to divert 
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| their phlegm. by an antidote, 8 ap- 
peared to be more ridiculous than that 
which cauſed it was diſtreſſing. Nothing 
can be done,” ſaid de Saint Foix, © i in 
this buſineſs, without the Empreſs's con- 
-currence : the ont way to procure which, 
is to engage her attention to. ſome ob- 
ject, the attainment of which muſt be the 
reward of her favour. Let no more time 
be loſt in the introduction offyour friend the 
Viſcount ; and if J may aſſume any know- 
ledge from experience and obſervation, 
the odds are ten to. one but ſhe becomes as 
much attached to him as ever ſhe was to 

; but,” added he, ſtate ſecrets may 
not not be revealed ; you e me.“ 


Leinſter, to 8 Albert, N l 
GJ, had never revealed any thing of Cathe- 
rine's partiality, could not. conceive the 
myſtery of the Colonel's meaning; and 
Albert, whoſe thoughts were otherwiſe 
18 employed, paid but little regard to his 
3 piniqn or advice: a ſhort time, however, 
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evinced the propriety of his ſuggeſtion; and 
that, although he did not think deeply, he 
often thought luckily, Finding, for the 
preſent, that he had but little chance of 
enjoying that ſprightlineſs which was the 
very eſſence of his nature, he ſoon, in 


very great good humour, leſt the friends 


to the full exerciſe of their own ideas. 


No ſooner was de Saint Foix departed, 
but Albert gave a full account of the Em- 
preſs's diſpoſition towards him; and as 
fully explained the Frenchman's alluſion. 
Leinſter ſmiled at the abſurdity of the 


notion; and the thoughts of both were 


ſeriouſly turned upon fome more rational 
means of avoiding: the approaching evil. 
Madam de Saint Foix, who poſſeſſed all her 
huſband's good nature, together with an 
abundant ſuperiority of good ſenſe, was the 
only perfor” who, in the Count's opinion, 
could afford any material aſſiſtance; and; 
while he was deviſing in what manner he 
could beſt obtain another Interviews, with 
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has: lady, the following note and letter 
were laid before him. 
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6 The decided letter was 0 this 

ce morning, from the hand of a faithfub 

ce meſſenger; and 1s tranſmitted; with all 
cc poſſible expedition to Count Albert, by 

A Friend to mutual Afection. 


Tux LzrrER. | 
| obne To COUNT ALBERT ZAMOISKT. 


<< When laſt 1 had. the happineſs of ſee-. 
ing. Count Albert, I was not ignorant of 
<< being removed in two days from, Peterſ- 
* hoff; but as I knew the hateful. motive 
« of my journey would give him pain, I 
c deferred the communication. In the per- 
< {on of his accompliſhed friend, I long to 
<< embrace a fond brother; and, therefore, 
cc entreat that the Viſcount Leinſter may un- 
46 done the ceremony of e the 


CN” | W next 


- 


( * * 


6 next court day, which! hear will be ſhort⸗ ; 


cc ly announced : that over, he will meet a. 
« friend in the palace who will afford him 


« an opportunity of men and . | 
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Charmed at the unexpected receipt of 
this letter,, which. made full amends for de. 
St. Foix's intelligence, the Count and Lein- 
ſter reſumed their wonted tranquillity. An. 


implicit obedience to its contents, was im- 


mediately reſolved on; and Leinſter ac 
cordingly diſpatched a meſſage to the Poliſh, 
Ambaſſador, his friend, to intimate his 


wiſhes. of being introduced to the Empreſs 


The Ambafador returned an W 


which informed him that the Czarina had. 
given orders for a drawing- room and ball, 
in three days; and that he would be ready 
and happy to preſent him. The interval, 
upon the part of Leinſter, was employed in 
neceſſary preparations: and the Count, who 
een to atiend the ceremony, con- 
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ducted himſelf ſo as not to betray an ap- 
pearance, that his late indiſ pofition was 
1 


- 


The next day, by permiſſion of the 
doctor; he drove out in a cloſe carriage; 
and making choice of the road which led to 
Peterſhoff, met Veda and her attendants 
within a few miles of the city. He could 
obtain, upon that occaſion, no more than 
a tranſient glance; but his attention Being 
flxed upon the beloved object, he thought. 
he obſerved an alteration in her viſage, 
which indicated both ill-Health and anxi- 
ety; and in this he was not miſtaken. 
She had caught a ſevere-cold- in the even- 
ing of the interview; was feveriſh ; and 
her ſolicitude encreaſed as ſhe approached 
the execrable fane, in which her peace 
me . to be By ever beer gre” NM 
Veda, Who was now greatly indiſpoſed, 
Had ſcarcely time allowed her to reſt after 
the fatigues of her journey, when ſhe was 


ſummoned to attend the Czarina: ſhe 
— immediately 


immediately concluded the intent thereof, 
and now thought of declaring her ſenti- 
ments, whatever might be the conſequence. 
Catherine received her with, kindneſs, and 
obſerving a viſible alteration in her looks, 


expreſſed ſincere concern and apprehen- 
fion ; — her indiſpoſition, ſhe . remarked, 


muſt at all times give her pain, but at the 
preſent moment ſhe conſidrred it peculiarly 
unfortunate: Prince Czerſkaſkoi, ſhe was 


perſuaded, would hear of it with the "ou | 


tender r ſolicitude of a huſband. 


4 
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The-t tor did e effects of oy W H uſband, 


on the delicate frame of Veda, were too 
obvious not to be inſtantly perceived by 
Catherine; who, however, concealed her 
penetration, and proceeded to inform her 
lovely and trembling ward, that every preli- 
minary for. her future eſtabliſhment had 
been prepared, and were to be executed 
previous to the ceremony of her eſpouſal. 
The Prince, \he faid, had been liberal, nay 


munificent, in his conduct upon the occa- 


fion ; and added a hope, that his generoſity 
would 
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_ woutd meet the fondeſt. and moſt af 
recatn. Site. 25 10 1; 1115 LEY 
T — in l charafter, as well 
as in ber Imperial capacity, Catherine aſ- 
— a; conſequence paramount to the 
oppoſite ſex, her ideas were merely local; 
and ſhe never once attempted, „during the 
whole courſe of a long reign, to abridge 
the tyrannic ſuperiority, uſurped by the 
Jordly deſpots of her country: the arbi- 
trary power and btutal diſpoſition of the 
Muſcovite huſbands was yet in full force, 
and the ſlaviſh ſubordination of their 
| wreiched: Wiret, 1 not in. any On -abated 
* its W e ee ee 
| 1 20] Veda 
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Wl, The Ruſſia an women. are romarkibln Gi, comely, 
ſtron g. and well-ſhaped; and ſo obedient to their lordly 
huſband's conjugal correction, that they. pout and pine 
if it be with-held, as if they thought themſelves 
treated with confempt and diſregard. Of this neg- 
lect, however, they have very. little cauſe to com- 
plain; the Ruſſian huſband is fo very well- diſpoſed 
by nature, and inebriation, to exert his arbitrary 
power. Some writers obſerve, that, on the wedding 

ps | day 


Ea) 
i 


Vela though the had reflected upon the 
5 difficulties of her ſituation, and 
_— 


day, the bride preſents the bridegroom with a whip” 
of her own making, in token of ſubmiſſion; and this 
he fails not to employ as the inſtrument of his au- 
thority. Very little ceremony is here uſed in match- 
making, which is the work of the parents. Perhaps 
the. bridegroom never ſees the woman, until he is 
joined to her for life. The marriage being propoſed 
and agreed to, the lady is examined ſtark naked, by a 
certain number of her female relations and if they 
find any bodily defect, they endeavour to cure it by 
their own ſkill and experience. This is a very wiſe” 
and laudable cuſtom, which, if it prevailed in other 
parts of Europe, would prevent mary unhappy mar- 
nages. The bride; on her wedding- day, is crowned 
with a garland of wormwood ; implying the bittere 


neſs that often attends the marriage ſtate; When the 


prieſt has tied the nuptial knot at the altar, his clerk 


or ſexton throws upon her head an handful of hops, 


wiſhing ſhe may prove as fruitful as the plants thus 
ſcattered. She is muffled up, and led home by | 
certain number of old women, the pariſh prieſt car- 
ryng the” croſs Before, while one of his ſubalterns, 


in rough goat ſkin, prays all the way that ſhe may 


dear as many children as there are hairs on his gar- 


ment. The nes married couple being ſeated at 
table, are 3 with bread and ſalt; and a cho- 
rus 


* 
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þ the moſt elegible means of redreſs was yet, 

| | upon this occaſion, filled with - confuſion 
3 þ F 

| 


and 


rus of boys and girls fing the epithalamium, which 
is always grosſly obſcene. This ceremony being per- 
formed, the bride and bridegroom are conducted to 
their own chamber by an old woman, who exhorts 
the wife to obey her huſband, and retires. Then the 
bridegroom deſires the lady to pull off one of his 
buſkins, giving her to underſtand, that in one of 
them is contained a whip, and in the other a jewel, 
or a purſe of money. She takes her choice; and if 
"the finds the purſe, interprets it into a good omen; 
whereas ſhould ſhe light on the whip, ſhe conſtrues 
it into an unhappy one, and inſtantly receives a laſh, 
as a ſpecimen of what ſhe has to expect. After they 
have remained two hours together, they are inter- 
rupted by a deputation of old women, who come to 
| ſearch for the ſigns of her virginity : if theſe are ap- 
parent, the young lady ties up her hair, which, before 
conſummation, hung looſe over her ſhoulders, and 
viſits her e < of whom ſhe demands the £104 e 
"PO 


111 is ett ao chad the Muſcovite huſbands 
are barbarous even to a proverb: they not only ad- 
miniſter frequent and ſevere correction to their wives, 
but ſome times even torture them to death, without 
being ſubject to oy puniſhment for the murder. If 

a woman 
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and fear, Kefore her knowled ge of Count 
OR all men, * Czerſkaſkoi „were 
exact] y 


a woman dies in conſequence of the correction ſhe 
has received from her huſband, the law of Ruſſia in- 
terprets it not an offence, but an accident. A tradeſ- 
man of Moſcow has been known to burn his wife to 
death, by ſetting fire to her ſhift, which had been 
ſoaked in ſpirits of wine; and no cognizance was 


taken of the murder. A man ſometime ties up his 
wife to a beam by the hair of the head, and ſcourges 


her to death: but ſuch puniſhments have been re- 
ſerved for thoſe who were guilty of adultery or 
drunkenneſs ; ſeldom inflited, and now wholly laid 
aſide. Indeed, precautions are commonly taken againſt 
ſuch barbarous practices by the marriage articles; in 
which the bridegroom obliges himſelf, under certain 
penalties, to treat his wife according to her quality, 
ſupply her with good and wholeſome proviſion, and 
to refrain from manual chaſtiſement, either by whip- 
ping, boxing, kicking, or ſcratching. If a woman, 
provoked by hard uſage, takes away the life of her 


huſband, a caſe that ſometimes happens, ſhe is fixed 


alive in the earth up to her neck, and in this poſture 


ſuffered to die of hunger; a puniſhment incredibly 
ſhocking, under which ſome of thoſe wretched ob- 


jets languiſh for ſeveral days in the moſt dreadful 
miſeryꝛ. 
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xactiy indifferent to her: and although 


£ the could not diveſt herſelf, of a ſtrong 


„ ; averſion 
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The canon law of Moſcovy forbids the conjugal 
commerce on Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays ; 


and whoever tranſgreſſes this law, muſt bathe him- 
ſelf before he enters the church porch. He that mar- 


ries a ſecond wife, the firſt being alive, is not admit- 


ted farther than the church door; and if any man eſ- 


pouſes a third, he is excommunicated : ſo that, 


though bigamy is tolerated, they nevertheleſs account 
it infamous. When the Czar, or Emperor, has an 
inclination for a wife, the moſt beautiful maidens of 
the Empire are * to him for his choice. 


Notwithſtanding the arbitrary power and brutal 
diſpoſition of the Muſcovite huſbands, the women are 
faid to be very free of their favours ; and even to 
tranſgreſs the bounds of conjugal fidelity, in order to 
incur the reſentment of their huſbands, when the 
whip is too ſparingly adminiſtered, This diſcipline 


took its origin, many centuries ago, among the Scy- IF 


thian Sarmates, the anceſtors of the Muſcovites. 


Theſe People going in queſt of a better ſettlement, 


left their wives under the care of their ſlaves, and 


dunade an irruption into Greece, part of which they 
et ſubdued. This conqueſt, however, detained them 


to long, that the women, deſpairing of their return, 
married their ſlaves, who were ſtrong enough to 
4 * make 
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iverkiott to chat Prince, ſhe yet aaa | 
kim as an inevitable evil, which fate had 
allotted her. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
ſhe had' never abſolutely oppoſed the Czar 
_ S views of F - "=o ſhe' now 
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0 head 428201 thei maſters, when at length they 
returned from Greece. Both ſides were already 
drawn up in order of battle, when one of the Sar- 


matians, addrefling himſelf to his fellows, obſerved» 


that they ſhould debaſe themſelves by uſing the 
ſword and ſpear againſt flaves, whom they had for 
merly overawed with the ſound of a whip :| he there» 
fore propoſed, that every man ſhould arm himſelf 
with this weapon only, The advice was immediately 
purſued, and they attacked the enemy with ſcourges. 
The flaves had been ſo accuſtomed to dread this in- 

ſirainentz that they were inſtantly ſeized with a panic, 
and fled with the utmoſt precipitation. The priſo- 
ners were puniſhed with death, and great part of the 
women made away with themſelves ; the reſt ſub» 
mitted to flagellation, which was ſeverely exerciſed. In 


memory of this event, and as a warning to Muſcovite 
wives, the-whip or ſcourge is the firſt wedding pre- 


ſent, and hung up in the moſt conſpicuous part of the 
houſe ; that, by preſenting itſelf continually to the 
good woman's. eyes, it ny e er har we 
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| apprehended | that the worſt conſequences 


might be expected to VEIN | reliance. 


Madam de Saint Foix x had fully i informed 
her of the Czarina's partiality for Albert, 


and alſo of the ſtrong ſuſpicions—ſuſpi- 


cions amounting almoſt to certainty—which 
both ſhe and Czerſkaſkoi entertained of a 


mutual affection between the Count and 


herſelf; ſhe therefore was not ighorant, 
chat a direct or ſudden negative would at 
once confirm, in the mind of the Empreſs, 
a truth which ſhe thought ſhould, at leaſt 
tor ſome time, if poſſible, remain doubtful. 


To the Czarina's expreſſions of concern 
and care, ſhe therefore made ſuch returns 
as reſpect and duty demanded : for the 
liberality of the Prince ſhe alſo expreſſed, 
due gratitude; but the honour intended 
her by that diſtinguiſned nobleman, - ſhe 


ſaid, demanded a deliberate conſultation 
with her own heart aft implicit obedience 


to the royal diſpoſition had heretafore ; im- 
poſed a ſilence upon that ſerious and ſo- 


lemn 
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len; ſybjodk;:but: ſhe how carmaltly. Fa 
plicated the permiſſion of thinking whether; 
agreeably to the ſacred nature of a connu- 


wy union, ſhe:couldyiddher: W N 


While, in hots accents, . uy " 
| moſt, ſinking, under vigbte apprehenſions, 
| the gentle Veda was endeavyduring to pro- 
| ceed;;,, Catherine, wich a., countenance- | 
changed, and, a, lock of, ſudden, rage, 
that flaſhed; like; lightning from an angry 

| cloud, ſtopped. her in a moment: . Your - 
5 tacit acquieſcence, ſaid the indignans 
Empreſs, ** having encouraged me to 
paſs my royal promiſe, you muſt condemn 
8 yourſelf for. che canſequence. The. > 
intended: you, by the. Prince, is greater 1 
5 than the humility of, your: ſtation, ee Re hes | 
| eee; and only to, be imputed .to the Pi 4 
. protection Which I. haye afforged., gü. { 
e 1 
1 
e 


the. ſeaſon ſor conſultation, is over, and ng F 1 
ching remains to be conſidered but a Som: 
mands, and my,hogour,!'?, So. ſayin 


the 
IE and leſt the eee 
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overwhelmed with conſternation and: dis- 


The peremptory reſolution with wh ich 
the Czarina uttered theſe words, and the 
indignation which accompanied them, 
clearly proved that ſhe was affected by 
ſometliing more than the conſideration of 
her engagement to Czerſkaſkoi ;. and that 
the conſequence of her word paſſed, how- 
ever great, in. her own imagination, was 
yet but a ſecondary cauſe of her refent- 
ment. | | 


As ſdon as Veda had, with extreme 
difficuky, recovered from the effects of 

this violence of temper, ſhe retired to her 
apartment; where her ſpirits entirely fail - 
ing her, ſhie / fell into a ſwoon, which laſted. 
ſo Jong; as to, become highly alarming, 
The Emprefs heard of her ſituation; and 
relenting of the intemperance- which. ſhe 
knew bad produced it, attended even at 
ber bed ide, and ſhewed every poflible: 
mark of maternal kindneſs. 
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Madam de Saint Foix, who;. ſup- 
ported an unremitting friendly correſpon- 
dence with. Count. Albert, acquainted: him. 
of what had paſſed; but Kindly con- 
cealed from him the particular accident, 
which ſv feriouſly affected her: and Al- 
dert, in a ſtate of indeſeribable anxiety, 
vpatched her recovery. The diſquietude of 
a brother was not leſs prevalent in Leinſter, 
who longed i mpatiently to attend her in- 
vitation, as expreſſed in the letter to Al- 
bert . the Hermitage. 


On the day appointed forLeinfter'sincros | 
duction at Court; he dreſſed himſelf in a ſtile . 
equal to his character; and, accompanied | 
by Albert, went in one of his carriages to 
| the palace, where he was met by the Am- | 
baſſador, his friend, and where the un- 
common elegance of his figure, and rich- 
neſs of his dreſs, attracted the notice of 
the whole aſſembly. In preſenting him, 
the Poliſh Miniſter paid him ſ6me recom- 
— —é— ;. and the Em. 
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_ preſs ſeemed greatly pleaſed with) the 
"Grove of Tame 

' 4h 

| i was irapoſihle; but; every. one: mould 
obſerye. the marked approbation with which 
the Empreſs rggaved: the, gallant ſtranger ; 
and: de. Saint Foix, exulting in, the. ſa 
gacity of, his. preſeptiment, could: not 
reſiſt whiſpering Count Albert, that his 
love anpaizn in che Craring s ſervice was 
over. 1 2 


The converſation between Catherine and 
the. Viſcount- was long and. intereſting 
ſhe aſked him a. variety of, queſtions rela 
tive to. French, politics; and paid: many 
compliments: to the ſingular, braxery ob 
his nation. She, en qhired particular) into 
the, motive of; his viſit tg. the Ruſſian em- 
pire; and upon being informed, that a 
love of arms, and, an admiration of ber 
Sreazneſs, added to the religious diſcou- 
ragement off his on. country, Wers his 
ſale, matiyes,;..he , appeared..quite-charms 
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ed lamented the narrow diſtinction which 


precluded the Britiſh monarch: from the 
adyantages of ſuch heroiſm ; and hoped 
that her ſervice would in ſome degree af- 
ford compenſation to his merit. The 
Czarina's attentions were followed by thoſe 
of the Great Duke and Ducheſs, and of 
courſe by the reſpect of all the prin- 
cipal „ 


Count Albert pereeived, that, ͥot⸗ 


vihfunding the general levity of de Saint 


Foix, he was perfectly maſter of Cathe- 
rine's private character; and although he 


was ſuſceptible only of the moſt delicate 


impreſſions of honour — = ſuch were the 
effects of his love, that upon perceiving 
her evident approbation of his friend, he 


could not avoid drawing involuntary infer- 


ences in ache of his own amorous views. 
He erecolledted, War 2 Laney 85 "oe was 
4 ; and thought that the dazzling ex- 
eitements of military fame and honour, 
n 3 induce, or rather ſeduce, 
| bun 


+, idea; and, at length, encouraged him to 
ventitious influence with the Empreſs, 
2 . ere are {till obſervable among 

the nobility of Ruſſia, is their ſupporting 


Fkueſs is buffoonery. They are fomething 
| Aimilar to the modern. punſters af Great 


1 142 bY 


him to return her more tender partiality. 
In reciting a variety of Spaniſh adventures, 
Leinſter had ſometimes mentioned certain 


circumſtances, which alſo promoted this 
SFheriſh a kind of remote hope, that an ad- 


might our his e 4 ens 
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1 the groſſer veſtives of ancient 
Fe a certain ſpecies of domeſtics, whole bu- 


| Britain, and- ſometimes ſay things -which 
_ provoke a ſmile. The difference between 
the buffoon of Muſcovy, and the punſter 

of Great Britain is, principally, this — the 

firſt, is cloathed and paid for his merri- 

ment the latter gives it gratis, and ge- 

nerally at the expence of both time and 

fortune. There is alſo another diſtinction 
* equally. e and ſtriking the 

Fa Ruſſian 
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Ruſſian bullooh- is, upon ſome certain oc- 


caſions, ſerviceable the Britiſh punſter 
mne ever to be traſted. 5 


w—. the Viſcount Lacher, upon his de- 
parture from Court, was walking througli 


a long gallery, one of thoſe noble appen- 


dages ; ſaluted him with a ludicrous obei- 
fance.” He was drefled in the mock ha- 
biliment of a Tartar Coſſack ; his whiſkers 
turned into a variety of forms, and the | 

tops of his boots, decdffated with a variety 


of falſe jewels and finery. In familiarly Ls 
raking the Viſcount by the hand, as if to 


welcome his appearance, he dextrouſſy 
ſlipped him a ſmall note; and, after a few 
profeſſional antics, retired with great pom · 
. Ab 
Let; PRE: Eon! bis Spaaith Epe 
rence, immediately concluded this to be 


an intriguing device, concealed the paper, 
and as iimediately reſolved to encourage 


the adventure. Since his departure from 
Madrid, he had been a truant in affairs 
N a EO ; of 
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of gallantry; the Paphian proſpect now, 
however, began to open; he obſerved a 
great variety of fine women attend the 
drawing-room; and, he flattered himſelf 


with the hopes of being noticed by {ome 
one of the moſt beautiful. 
nf ; 


The e GriefRion of this idea was, 
nevertheleſs, greatly leſſened by his 
not meeting the perſon mentioned in 
Veda's letter, nor receiving any kind ef 
direct intimation.geſpecting her' health, 
which the evening before was pronounced 
to be nothing better. He laid the diſap- 
pointment, however, to the charge of im- 
poſſibility, and endeavoured to conſole 
him in the t of his billet. 


The ceremony of introducing the Viſ- 
count Leinſter, and ſome other diſtin- 
_guiſhed foreigners—the reſignation of Ad- 
miral E-—, who had been ſuperſeded 
in his command by Count Orlow ; and 
the eclairciſſement * by the Czarina 

upon 


is 
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upon that occaſion ®, occupied the whole | 


of that day. Count Albert merely re- 


ceived the compliments of the Empreſs 
and his friends upon his recovery; no 
mention was made of the expedition to 
which he was appointed ; nor did he hear 


any thing of Veda. In vain he ſought 
with his eyes for Madam de Saint Foix— 


that Lady did- not attend the drawing- 
room; and the Colonel her hufband 
peared on a ſudden. | 


No ſooner were the two friends feated _ 
in their carriage, upon their return from 
the palace, than Leinſter communicated 
the particulars of his adventure ; and pro- 
ducing the billet delivered to him by the 


* This gallant Britiſh officer having affiſted to 
raiſe the navy of Ruſſia, to a pitch of great conſe- 
quence ; having forced the ſtrong paſſage of the 
Dardanelles, and performed many brave and judi- 
cious ſervices, was ſuperſeded as above; and, with 
a ſpirit that did him honour, refigned his commiſfion 3 


at which, it is ſaid, the TIT was much affected, 
and ſhed tears! 


Vol. II. N buffoon, 
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buffoon, immediately opened it: there, 
to his great ſurpriſe, inſtead? of an aſ- 
ſignation, he found words to the fol- 
lowing effect: That as the palace of 
the Hermitage contained the fineſt collec- 
tign of pictures and other curioſities, per- 
haps in Europe—foreigners of note were 
not only admitted, but invited, to their 
inſpection; and that the next day, at a 
certain hour, in viewing the houſe and 
gardens, he might behold a living object 
more intereſting than any other.” To this 
was added, a ſtrong intimation, that his 
friend's abſence, upon the occaſion, was 
indiſpenſible. 

If Leinſter was diſappointed in his hopes 
of an intrigue, he was not leſs pleaſed 
with the certainty of ſeeing a ſiſter, whom 
he already loved with fraternal tenderneſs. 
It was eaſy to conjecture, that the cauſe 
of Albert's prohibition was, fear of his 
being diſcovered by ſome of Catherine's 
or Czerſkaſkoi's agents or ſpies, by which 

every 


( 147 * 


every avenue and part of ms palace was 
nn 


The next day, at the hour appointed, Viſ- 
count Leinſter attended at the Hermitage; 
and, having ſlightly ſurveyed: the ſeveral 
apartments of that magnificent ſtructure, 

and their charming contents, he repaired to 
the gardens, which he found equally worthy 
of his obſervation: here he had not long ſtray- 
ed, with a more watchful than curious eye, 
when he obſerved Veda, and her confidant, | 
[the ſame who attended the interview with 4:4 .-. 

Count Albert] at the oppoſite end of a «4 
narrow walk. It was impoſſible to miſtake 
an object, which ſympathy alone would | 
have rendered certain : as he approached, 1 
he found his heart dilate with fraternal — 

fondneſs; and when he folded her in his | 
arms, the force of blood atteſted the truth- 
of * 


F 
| 


The viſta opened into a ſpacious area, 
containing a magnificent alcove, which: 
commanded an extenſive proſpect of the 

N 2 ſea, 
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| ſea, and the country adjacent. Hither the 
happy relatives repaired; and being ſeated, 
entered into all the intereſting circum. 
ſtances of their hiſtory; each of which, in 
ſucceſſion, confirmed their conſanguinity : 
they could not, of courſe, but admire the 
wonderful means by which they ſo ſoon 
- became known to each other; and Veda, 

with tears of affection and joy, acknow- 
ledged the kindneſs of Heaven, in giving 
to her embrace a brother, who had been 
long loſt to her Lapis. | 


The 8 now tur ned upon Count 
Albert's love ; the mutual tenderneſs of 

Veda; Czerſkaſkoi's unnatural pretenſions; 
and the will of Catherine: and here it was 
that Veda divulged the particulars of her 
late converſation with the Empreſs ; and 
expreſſed her fears that ſhe ſhould be forced 
into an union which her ſoul abhorred. 


A brother's feelings were ſuch as ſhould 
be expected; and Leinſter endeavoured to 


diſſ Pare her apprehenſions, by ſuch re- 
5 marks 
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marks as he could recolle& in favour of her 
love to Albert. Albert, he ſaid, notwith- 
ſtanding the diſtinguiſhed figure he made 
at the Ruſſian Court, had not yet aſſumed 
his: real : conſequence : though appearing, 
but-in the character of a Poliſh nobleman, 
his hereditary title was that of Prince; and 
though the locality of his principal poſſeſ- 
ſions was, by a long train of events, fixed 
in Poland, he yet had the high honour 
_ of. boaſting a near alliance to the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Mecklenburgh, now more digni- 
fed and ſtrengthened, by a union with the 
Sovereign of Great Britain: were he there-! 
fore to avow his. love, and to afler# His 
rig: upon the ſacred principles of mutual 


inclination; there could be but little doubt 


of che Czarina's juſtice. But Veda, who was 


well acquainted with the inflexibility of 


Catherine's character, derived little hopes 
from ſuch conſideration. 


While they were thus erigaged in con- 
verſation; an officer, belonging to Prince 
e! s houſhold, paſſed: haſtily by 

|, 2 the 
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| the mind of Veda, was ſeverely felt by 
Leinſter: he directly faw, as it was de- 


G 


the pavilion; but, as it appeared, having 
had a glimpſe of Veda, ſtopped ſhort, and 
returning, preſented her with a letter: ſhe 
received it with a trembling hand, and 
found it contained a ſummons to attend the 
Empreſs : it admitted of no anſwer, and 
the meſſenger immediately retired. 


The agitation produced by this letter in 


livered by one of Czerſkaſkoi's people, that 
he was a party in the ſummons; and very 
much dreaded ſome violence: but there 
was no encouraging the idea of diſobedi- 
ence. With a reciprocal engagement, of 
meeting, at the fame rendezvous. the next 
evening at the cloſe of day, they parted; 
Leinſter to unboſom himſelf to Albert, and 
Veda to. prepare for her attendance on the 
Empreſs. | 


Upon this ſecond interview, Veda found 
the Czarina, though leſs violent, yet equally 
determined : ſhe reminded her of the 

gratitude, 
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gratitude, as well as duty, which com 
manded her obedience. The conduct of 
her father, who was, ſhe obſerved, except 
by marriage, without any alliances in 
Ruſſia, had been the principal cauſe of 
all thoſe public evils, which preceded the 
demiſe of the late Emperor; and, nothing 
but her royal interpoſition, could have 
preſerved him from the rage of popular 
reſentment.” She had, however, contrived 
to make his puniſhment his ſecurity, by 
removing him from the probability of 
danger — ſhe had protected his family, 
and ſaved to his child the poſſeſſions 
which a father's crimes had juſtly for- 
ſeited. In ſhort; all that a mother could 
have done in reſpe& of care and educa- 
tion, had reſulted from her adoption ; ſhe 
therefore had a natural, as well as a ſovereign, 
right to diſpoſe of her: but ſhe hoped 
an implicit acquieſcence would prevent 

the exertion. of authority. 
Veda, whoſe gentle boſom was ſwollen 
with ſenſibility, threw herſelf at the royal 
feet » 
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feet; and, in tears of gratitude, acknow- 


ledged every favour. There was but one 


{ſacrifice which ſhe would not—which ſhe 
dare not make; and that was, a ſolemn 
atteſtation of - falfehood before the ſacred 


altar of truta. The heart, ſhe ſaid, had 


a controul diſtinct and imperative; and, 


in reſpect to the indiſſoluble bond of 


marriage, was its own judge and teſti- 


mony. As for Prince Czerſkaſkoi: though 
- the found hum repulſive to her nature, ſne 


yet could. not with him ſo great an evil, 
as that of being united to a wife who could 


not love him. 


At theſe words,; for which the Empreſs 


had prepared a vindictive anſwer, the 


door fiew open! and Czerſkaſkoi, pale and 
agitated by diſappointment and anger, 
entered the apartment. £ Spare yourſelf, 


Madam, the trouble of ſueing for a favour, 
Which is already granted to another! ſaid: 


Czerſkaſkoi. If Count Albert had not yet 
appeared at Peterſburgh, the ſentiments of 
Veda wald have been leſs refined and deli- 


cate, 


4 Sy 
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cate, and her obedience to your * 
pleaſure, as ſubmiſſive now, at this time, 
as when firſt ſne was made acquainted with 
my intentions: but the correſpondence 
. which has for ſome time ſubfiſted between 
the Count and your grateful ward is, I pre- 
fume, of too ſerious, or perhaps too cri- 
tical, a nature, to admit. of any other, 
bowever honourable and eee * 


Veda - who felr the full meaning of 
theſe words fired with a noble indigna - 
tion, and lofing all reflection of every 
thing but her own injured honour, replied 
in terms of juſt contempt; adding, that 
the generous youth who had been fo- 
unjuſtly involved in her refuſal, was: 
not leſs an object of her admiration: 
than his traducer was of her abhorrence! 
The Czarina's. countenance flaſhed with 
anger; and the looks of Czerſkaſkoi im- 
plying the moſt ſavage propenſities, Veda. 
in a moment diſappeared. 


Hen 


— 


| 
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Her avowal was heard like thunder by 


the Empreſs; and by Czerſkaſkoi, as a 
full confirmation of his criminal ſuſpi- 


eions the one was reſolved upon reducing 
her to obedience, while the other thought 
of nothing but revenge! — The ſubaltern, 


whom he had ſent with the Imperial ſum-, 
- mons to: Veda, had informed him of 


the ſituation in which he found her in 
the garden, of her being in company 
with a man, who was immediately pro- 
nounced to be Count Albert; and of whom, 
Judging from the ſenſual. groſsneſs of his 
own nature, Czerſkaſkoi inſtantly . enter- 
tained the moſt brutal ſentiments. No- 
thing, therefore, but implacable and re- 
vengeful. projects floated in his ſanguinary 
mind; and: nothing leſs than the fubver- 


| fron of happineſs, and the deſtruction 


of his rival, could ſatisfy his reſentment. 
He had reaſons, however, which pre- 
vented him from divulging either the evi- 
dence of his ſuſpicions, or the extent. of 
his malice; and, after receiving from the 
Empreſs freſh aſſurances of her friendſhip, 

| | retired: 
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retired with ſome appearance of confo- 
lation. | 


His emiſſary, before- mentioned, was 
by birth an Hungarian; his name Ru- 
vinus, and his original profeſſion that of a 

public plunderer. He had for many years 
been leader of a numerous banditti, which 
infeſted the province of Croatia; but, at 
length, after an obſtinate reſiſtance, in 
which many of his party were killed, was 
taken priſoner; condemned by the Judges, 
and ſentenced to the ſalt- pits for life. 


The late Emperor Joſeph, in a journey 
through his extenſive dominions, had the 
curioſity and courage to deſcend fifteen 
hundred toiſes through the howels of the 
earth, into one of thoſe deep and diſmal 
regions, where Ruvinus, and about forty 
others were working in chains, which their 
exhauſted ſtrength and emaciated bodies 
could ſcarcely ſuſtain. Shocked at the mi- 
ſerable ſpectacle, Joſeph exclaimed, It 
is too much ! the puniſhment exceeds the 

| | crimes, 
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crimes, whatever they may have been!“ 
and immediately * them all to be 
nn, 


Ane being thus unexpectedly re- 
ſtored, from a life of horror and ſeparation, 
to the intercourſes of humanity, ſoon re. 
covered his natural vigour; and, induced 
by the hopes of Turkiſh pillage, went 
into Ruſſia, where he enliſted in the Wi- 
atkian band, under the command of Czer- 
ſkaſkoi; and where, being ſoon diſtin- 
guiſhed by an active and ferocious cou- 
rage, he obtained the rank of Serjeant, 
or Quarter-maſter, together with the pe- 
culiar notice and confidence of his Ge- 
neral. No man could be better ſuited to 
Purpoſes of aſſaſſination and revenge, than 
Ruvinus; and no man could be poſſibly 
ford that would enter upon ſuch deſpe- 
rate deſigns with greater avidity. 


7 Czerſkaſkoi, who had no doubt but that 
the perſon mentioned by Ruvinus to be in 


the ene, was Count Albert, inſtantly con- 
4 5 cluded 
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duded hin he would repeat his amorous 
viſits; and reſolved to rid himſelf at 
once of ſo formidable a rival. He there- 
fore ſounded his ſavage confidant, whom 
he found apt to aſſiſt in any deſperate or 
ſanguinary enterpriſe, and by promiſes of 
great reward, ſecured: him to his pur- 
poſe — Count Albert was to be cloſely 
watched, and, upon «he firſt convenient 
opportunity, to fall an dae victim 
to o his fury. . 


But the violent diſturbance of mind 
which Veda ſuffered in her laſt Royal inter- 
view, occaſioned a ſecond indiſpoſition, which 
delayed the attempt for ſome time. Lein- 
ſter was adviſed of her ſituation, and o 
courſe did not attend the rendezyous, 
The entertainments of the Court were again 
reſumed with more than | uſual magnifi- 
cence, and the : gallant Hibernian. was 
frequently whole days and nights from 
the lociety of his friend, | 


vor. IIa 75 0 Albert, 


upon the occaſion : he only regretted it 

as it referred to his beloved Veda, of 
whom he now had not ſuch frequent intel- 
appearance of making vigorous prepara- 


by a public demand, or by ſtratagem, 
what he found indiſpenſible to his exiſtence, 


A nothing of Czerſkaſkoi fince - the ſcene 
the calm would ſoon be diſturbed ; and. 


_ reſolution might 15 be folic cient to com- 
bat. | 


( ) 

Albert, to whom the cauſe of Leinfter's 
abſence was not unknewn, had too much 
delicacy and good ſenſe, even to railly him 


ligence ; and paſſed his hours under the 


tions for his march ; but, at the ſame time 
with a fixed reſolution of ſecuring, either 


When the return of health afforded 
an opportunity, Veda, wiſhing to com- 


mune with Leinſter upon her ſituation, 
appointed another meeting. She had heard 
with Catherine; but ſhe ſtrongly ſuſpected 


that a ſtorm was collecting, which all her 


However 
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| However devoted to other objects, Lein- 
{ler did not fail of willingly attending her 
ſummons. They met at the ſame hour, 
and in the ſame romantic ſpot; the converſa- 
tion was ſuch as might reaſonably be ex- 
pected from their reſpective and relative 
circumſtances: their unprotected ſtate, the 
misfortunes of their houſe, the terror of 
Czerſkaſkoi's views, the reſentment of the 
Empreſs, and the a e to n 
. ; | 


It was at length propoſed by Leinſter, 
that, under the ſanction of a brother, ſhe 
ſhould quit her preſent virtual impriſon- 
ment; and, aſſuming a different name and 
character, retire to ſome habitation of ſe- 
curity and concealment, until the Empreſs 
ſhould be prevailed upon, by reaſon, to re- 
linquiſh. the cruel purpoſes of her pride 
and obſtinacy. In this bold propoſal he 
was not a little ſupported by a certain in- 
flaence, -which he was conſcious of having 
obtained; but as he could not make Veda 
acquainted with its nature, her apprehen- 

PORE > .O2 | ſions 
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fions prevented her from affenting : had 
| ſhe alone been concerned, ſhe avowed her 
readineſs; but ſhe dreaded the Probable 
_ conſequences ro others. 


131 was then ſuggeſted, that Albert ſhould 
publicly declare his ' paſſion, aſſert his 
claims, and aſk her of the Empreſs : but 
this alſo appeared replete with danger; it 
ſhould at leaſt be the laſt reſource; and it 
was reſolved to wait the event of her 
interview with the Empreſs, , and her avow- . 
ed diſguſt of © -erſkaſkoi; to whoſe pride 
and implaca! © . 5 the might poſſibly be 
indebted for that future peace, of which his 
more gentle paſſions would fain + + wich her. 


Thus the moments paſſed, until the 
falling night made it neceſſary to ſeparate, 
when Leinſter, embracing her with a | 
brother s tenderneſs, departed. 


Scarcely had he quitted the alcove, when 
two men, with drawn ſabres, ruſhed from 


behind an Kijacent thicket, and furiouſly 
purſued 
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purſued him. The affrighted Veda, who 
immediately conceived their bloody pur- 
poſe, ſcreamed aloud with terror; and fall- 
ing on her knees, exclaimed “ Oh ſpare. 
him, ſpare him and wreak your barbarous 
vengeance. on his unhappy ſiſter! At 
the inſtant, a third perſon,. with equal 
rapidity, darted from another quarter; and | 
beholding Veda in that moving attitude, x. 
would have ſtopped to her relief, but the * | 
glittering” and claſh of ſwords, ſoon di- 
rected him to the cauſe of her diſtreſs. 

1 . ES 


ec Baſe aſſaſſins !” ' cried. the generous” | 

ſtranger, . ** behold' a man whom Heaven 

has ſent to prevent and puniſh your. mur- 

derous intentions! At theſe words, and 

at the appearance of an unexpected aid, 4 

whoſe ſword now fell: like lightning upon | 
_ the afſajlants; Leinſter reſumed. his ſpirits, .. 

which' were ſinking from the loſs of blood; 

and the ruffians, finding themſelves oppoſed: 

by equal numbers, and ſuperior force, 

ſuddenly fled through a thick covert, and : 


elfected their eſcape. | 
O 3: Ther 
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The next care of the W ſtranger, 
was Veda, to whom he inſtantly returned: 
wild with terror, her eries had by this time 
brought ſeveral perſons, with- lights, from 


the palace; when the aſtoniſhed and grate- 


ful Leinſter beheld, in the perfon of his 
heroic deliverer— no leſs a friend than 
Albert! for whoſe happy interpoſition i it is. 
here neceſfary to: aceount. Ev 


_- The Se birwven Veda and her: 


brother was no ſecret to Albert. The 
human mind 1s ſometimes ſubject to im- 
pulſes, which cannot be explained by rea- 
ſon, nor defined by philoſophy; no more 
than can many other effects in nature. On 


© the evening of that meeting, he found him - 


ſelf unaccountably diſcompoſed: he was 
alone, and endeavoured to find ſome re- 
ſource from mental diſquietude, in read-. | 
ing; but neither books, nor even the con- 
templation of love, could afford him any 
tranquillity. Every ſound: produced vibra- 
tions in his heart; and night approached: 


with unuſual awe and ſolemnity: in ſhort, 


. 1 he 
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ke was at war with himſelf, and with his: 
fituation. Quitting his manſion, he ſtrayed. 
involuntarily to-the gardens of the Hermit- 
age, where he had ſcarcely arrived, when 

the ſhriek of Veda e her diftreſs- a 
ful ſituation. 


The effuſions of this ay were ſueh, 
as might naturally be fuppoſed; they were 
combinations. of joy, of gratitude, of 
friendſhip, and of love: but thoſe ineffa- 
ble ſenſations were ſoon changed by the ex- 
treme weakneſs of Leinſter, whoſe wounds 
continued bleeding, and were alarm- 
ing. He had received: a. deep cut on the 
left ide of bis neck, another acroſs his fore- 
head, and three or four flight ſcratches in 
different. parts of his. body: that in his 
neck was ſuppoſed to be dangerous ; but 
the others of little confequence, though 
now growing extremely painful. Albert 


had alſo received a: ſerious wound in the 


ſword: arm, but in the ardour of his 
noble reſentment, it- did not at firſt affect 
F 9 een 

A ſur- 


(* 386.3 
A furgeon of the houſflold being preſent; 


every temporary aſſiſtance was given: Veda 


was conducted to the palace, and the two 


friends to n reſidence. 


The next day, . were chr 


offered for the diſcovery and conviction of 


the aſſaſſins. The Empreſs, diſpenſing with- 
her ſtate, viſited Leinſter; and, as in the ſup- 


poſed indiſpoſition of Albert, the ſtate phy- 
ſiciansand ſurgeons were immediately order- 
eld into attendance. The gardens of the Her- 
mitage were explored in every part; the 


aſſaſſins were traced, by their blood, to the 
banks of che river; where it was ſuppoſed 
a boat had attended for their eſcape: but 
as yet, nothing was obſerved, which could 
poſſibly lead to a detection. | 


A few days, however, procured a certain 
evidence, as to one of the ruffians: a. gar- 


dener belonging to the Hermitage having 


found, in the covert through which they 
fled; a ſabre ſtained with blood, preſented 
it for ind} pection; when it clearly appeared 

from 


0 


ſrom certain regimental marks, to belong 
to one of Czerſkaſkoi's men. Proper mea- 


ordered to parade for a general muſter, 
when lo, Ruvinus alone was miſſing! 


ſures were accordingly taken; the corps 


Immediately upon this diſcovery; an ap- 
plication was made to Czerſkaſkoi, who 


was prevented by indiſpoſition from attend- 
ing in perſon. The Prince, in a letter, ex- 


preffed much ſurprize and reſentment upon 
the occaſion; and promiſed, ſhould Ruvi- 


nus be taken, chat his A ſhould | 


be exemplary. 


This extraordinary tranſaction being now 


a public topic, it became neceſſary, in de- 


fence of Veda's reputation, to make known 
the hiſtory of Leinſter. The privilege of 
Brother was, of courſe, a ſufficient juſti- 
flcation of her conduct; and the Empreſs, 

herſelf, not only joined in the general ab- 
folution, but, as if totally forgerting all 


former reſentment, gently chid her ward, 


tor a want of confidence, ip concealing the 
* ſecret— 


„ 


. 


ecret at the ſame time, ſhe was permitted 
to viſit, and frequently attend upon her 
brother; and Albert had thereby many 


opportunities of ſeeing and 
with her. 


From the circumſtance of Ruvinus being 
concerned in the intended aſſaſſination 
of Leinſter, ſuſpicion began ſtrongly to 
glance at Czerſkaſkoi, to whom he was the 


well-known minion. That Prince's deſigns 


upon Veda; his jealouſy of Count Albert; 
and the probability of a perſonal miſtake 
in the aſſault upon Leinſter; all combined 
to eſtabliſh bis guilt. He never now ap- 
peared at court, nor in public; and, in a 
Hort time reſigned the command of his 
corps. : 


The principal reaſon aſſigned to the ſe- 
eretary of the war department for this reſig- 
nation was, that ſome important buſineſs 
reſpecting his poſſeſſions. in Wiatka de- 
manded his immediate preſence in that 


| nee which was added an account 
| of 


— 


„ 
of -ill- health, that, he ſaid, rendered 
him unfit for actual ſervice; and a requeſt 
chat her Imperial Majeſty, diſpenſing with 
the forms uſual upon ſuch occaſions, 
would diſpoſe of his poſt as ſhe a 
proper. 52 

At the time of writing this official letter, 
Czerſkaſkoi wrote alſo a private one to the 
Czarina, in which he relinquiſhed all fur- 
ther pretenſions to Veda; and affected to 
wiſh her happy in an union of her own 


choice. But the real motive 1 his GT 
Was yet unknown. | 


3 Count Albert, in his ſhort conflict with 

the fugitive aſſaſſin who fell to his lot, had 
given him many deſperate wounds, but eſ- 
pecially one in the left-arm : the fact was, 
that the murderous companion of Ruvinus 
was no other than the Prince, his maſter, 
who, ever fince the combat, had been at- 
tended by his private ſurgeon, 


The 


. ( 


The fituation of his arm growing more 
od more dangerous, amputation was now 
thought neceſſary; and the ſurgeon not 
deeming himſelf capable of that operation 
alone, adviſed a removal to ſome place, 
where he might procure aſſiſtance without 
the aye of a het 


Fo 

The return to Wiatka, a, therefore, Was 
merely to colour che real motive of his 
departure; and the aſſaſſin Ruvinus, much 
wounded alſo, who had been all this 
while concealed in Czerſkaſkoi's houſe, 
was ſecretly . diſpatched to Moſcow ; 
where, under an afſumed name and cha- 
racer, he was to prepare a reſidence for 
his maſter. This confidential buſineſs be- 
ing duly performed, the Prince, attended 
by his ſurgeon and one ſervant only, 
quitted Peterſburgh by night, and tra- 
velled privately to his new habitation. 


In the mean while, Leinſter, though en- 
tirely free from danger, recovered but 


low Iy— Veda perſevered in her ſolicitous 
a attendance 
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viſited him; and, the Empreſs herſelf 
now _ and then continued to do him that 
honour. The dereliction of Czerſkaſkoi 
now afforded him a fair opportunity ; and 
in one of thoſe gracious moments, when 
the female breaſt is incapable of obdura- 
tion, he propoſed Veda's hand, as a re- 
ward for the courage and generoſity which 


preſerved a brother's life. 


The Czarina, who now ſaw things in a 
very different light, or rather ſaw with the 
eyes of Leinſter than her. own, did not 
hefitate a moment in giving her conſent ; 
and having ordered the now happy lovers 
into her preſence, declared her royal ap- 
probation It is a truth, that the richeſt | 
gifts are rendered ſtill more ineſtimable 
by the gharacter and conſequence of thoſe 
who beſtow them: hence it was, that 
Veda, whoſe beauteous lips were ſealed 
by modeſty, and whoſe charming eyes 
would fain conceal the ſenſations of her 


grateful heart, now appeared more lovely _ 
vor. II. Pp | than 
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| chan ever to the enraptured Albert. He, 
however, giving loſe to the tumults of 

his feelings, expreſſed his gratitude in the 

moſt lively language of an ardent lover. 


In giving this conſent, Catherine made 
but one condition ; which was, that the 
1 intended marriage ſhould not prevent the 
= eminent ſervices ſhe expected from Count 
* Albert in the field. Albert felt the rail- 
lf lery with its full force, and, notwithſtand- 
ing all his tranſports, DOIN it by his 
embarraſſment. 


5 The late ſplendid preparations for Ve- 
da's nuptials, which had been for ſome 
time ſuſpended, were again reſumed, and 
1 her marriage with Count Albert publicly 
1 announced. Leinſter's confinement was the 
only bar to the immediate conſummation ; 

but, as he grew every day better, the pe. 
1 riod of happineſs could not be remote, 
1 * De Saint Foix appeared almoſt intoxicated 
/ with the ſucceſs of his prediction; and his 
wife, who was highly enamoured of obe- 
dience 


dignce to he A 
conhderably upon. being inſtrumental in- 


the preſent onal 


Cake in addition to his bodily 
pain, ſuffered that of hearing himlelf 
publicly ſpoken of as the promoter of 
Leinſter's aſſaſſination ; and he experienced 
alſo the torture of knowing that Veda was 
deſtined för his rival. His diſappointment 
in foul revenge, was fully equal to what 


he ſuffered on the ſcore of groſs deſire; 


and both together preventing any pro- 
ſpect of a cure, amputation being abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, was performed on his 
arm, and it was with much di Aculty 
b2 ſurvived the operation. 


In his preſent ſituation it was impoſtible 


for him to remain long His abſence from 


home would won be known; and the ſu- 
ſpicions againſt him hereby grew ſtill 
ſtronger z® befides, he longed for an op- 
portunity of diverting his own miſery, by 
the oppreſſion and miſery of others; and 
f P 42 con- 


law, picqued herſelf | 


» 
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contemplated, under the DN. pretence 
of public reformation, t make the wretch- 
ed flaves of his power feel the cruelty of 


his -infernal nature. 


In this chaotic temper of mind and body, 
he left Moſcow ; and, by a forced journey, 
to which his emaciated habit was by*no 
means equal, he arrived at- his caſtle yn 
Wiatka; where, with the aſſiſtance of Ru- 
vinus, he ſoon began to execute his bar- 
barous purpoſes. 


L“einſter, being now able to go abroad, 
the nuptials of Veda and Albert were no 
longer delayed ; a day was accordingly 
appointed; and all that was noble and 
faſhionable i in the capital, and its environs, 
were ſummoned to attend the ceremony. 
The Empreſs aſſſted i in perſon ; and, as a 
parent and ſovereign, joined their hands, 

which were afterwards cemented by the 
pre FOUR of N 9 who 1 
be ſacred office. 3 


After 


"# 
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After a magnificent feaſt, the en 


repaired to the ſeveral windows which 
commanded a view of the Court, where 
a ſplendid illumination and fire- work were 
diſplayed; and, from thence, to the great 
ball- room, when an ode was performed. 


appoſite to the occaſion. This was ſuc- 


ceeded by a. grand ball; and, a ſupper, at 


which the Czarina, with the bride and 


bridegrootn. on her right-hand, and the 
Viſcount. Leinſter on her. left, preſided, 
and did the honours of the. feaſt. - | Mar- 
tial harmony, which inſpired the zeal of 
glory, was ſucceeded by the more tender 


ſtrains of love, and the whole ſpectacle. 


tl an emblem of paradiſe. 


At a proper ſcaſon, Veda, according to 
the Ruſſian. cuſtom, was delivered to the 
care of her matron friends and conducted to 
a ſuperb. apartment, fitted up by order of 
the Empreſs upon the happy , occaſion: 
there alſo, when the maſk of night con- 
cCealed her maiden bluſhes, the ped © 

* was ſummoned. His preſence ſoon, . 
: P%3.,  *' hows 


4 
my Py; 


3 174 * 


e kindled up that facred Week, 
which for ever ſhines on hearts united by 


92 * 


For erat Taps. thie- Core conitiencd 
to diſplay various demonſtrations. of joy, 
and the illuſtrious bridegroom, who now 
aſſumed his real title of Prince, was abun-. 
dat in bis returns of gratitude; but, al- 
though he indulged in all the noble mag-. 
niffcente of à youthful and elevated ima- 
© Bnation, his tributary. oblations were not 
confined to external on 
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Soptemeiy Kappy 3 in Nümtelf; ne was not 
ſatisfied without imparting Happiseſs to 
others. The woes of widowhood; the 
claims of orphans; che infirmity of age; 
the appreſſion of neglected merit; all felt 
"Khe benignant effects of his good fortune; 


and ratified in heaven the Jorg vf N Es 
condition. 


A command in the corps of Czerſkaſkoi's 
+ Wiatkians was conferred upon Viſcount 
, Leinſter ; 
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| Leinſter 3 but as þ extacy is at all times too 
much for duration, Albert received an or- 
der from the miniſter, to proceed immedi- 
ately upon his march to the frontiers. The 
great Laudehn was then preparing for a 
vigorous aſſault upon the city of Belgrade; 
and it was the Czarina's commands, that the 
Poliſh corps ſhould join that gallant vete<- 
ran in an _— of ſo much Eminence. . 


Leinſter was chan with' the + gti ; 
proſpect which now opened; but, the 
ardour of Prince Albert was greatly abated | 
by the painful idea of leaving his beloved 
Veda: and Veda, all dejected and diſcon- - 
folate upom the ocaſton, would, if poſfible 
have induced her lord to a refignation; but 
whatever might be the ruling dictates of his 
heart, his honour muſt not be facrificed:. - 
he had promiſed to the Emprefs, and no 
earthly inducement would be fufficient o 
make him forego his engagements. 


The ſeparation of friends op the parting- | 
of lovers, however painful and tender; are 
Ro a far 
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flir exceeded in the diſunion of hearts, re- 
cently blended by the ſanctimonious breath 
of Hymen. In the preſent inſtance, the 
tranſition was. from bliſs to ſudden danger; 
yet Albert, with a manly firmneſs, over- 
came every gentler wiſh, and prepared for 
the rough and perilous duties of. his pro- 
feſſion. Ihe day to Veda the fatal day, ar. 
rived ; and the two heroic friends with their 
e dere, Jett the . of — 


7 be "Sig aha. upon this occaſion, 
ſecretly wanted conſolation herſelf, under- 
took the generous and maternal taſk of 
alleviating the ſorrows of Veda; and 
ſucceeded, in. a degree. equal to her 
hopes. To. diſſipate, as much as poſſible; 
the recollection of more pleaſing hours, ſhe 
reſolved upon à journey to her, palace of 
Mon Plaifir, and with her whole Court re. 
tired to that delightful reſidence. 


Nothing could be more ſoothing to the 
mind of her fair companion, than this 
change % ſituation... x 
Here 
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Here it was ſhe firſt lifened to, * re- 
turned, the vows of Albert Here ie was 
ſhe firſt received the news of Leinſter's 
exiſtence, and arrival in Ruſſia — Here, 
each day, ſſie viſited the hawthorn bower ; - 
and, ſecluded within- that conſcious: retire- | 
ment, renewed each day her fervent prayers 


tor the protection of a huſband. and 2 
brother, 


While thoſe tranſactions were paſling at 

Peterſburgh, Czerſkaſkoi remained at his 
calt]e of Saint. Anthony, upon the banks 
of the great river Wolga. Hes was ſo 
marked and mutilated by the ſword of 
Albert, inhe affair of the Hermitage, 
that ſhame prevented him from ſhewing 
his perſgp.y- but his miſerable vaſſalage,, 
under the miniſtry of Ruvinus, continued 
to feel the daily effects of his cruelty—The: 
baſtinado, the katze, the batogen, the 
ſingle and double knout, and the gibbit, 
were in unremitted uſe through every part 
of his extenſive government ; and, ſuch. 
was the ,extent of his tyranny, that. the 
people: 
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Jt notwithſtanding their natural inſen- 
Ability, were ripe for revolt and Fetribu- 
tion. | 


Not content, however, with the exer- 
eiſe of local inhumanity, Czerſkaſk9i pre- 
meditated the extenſion of his barbarous 
dutrages — He had ſpies in conſtant pay 
at Peterſburgh, and was well 1" 
with every thing of importance which oc 
curred in that city. The marriage of Al- 
bert, his extreme popularity, and the 
Bohours and advancement of Leinſter, 
were wounds deeper and more painful to 
his mind, than thoſe under which his body 
ſuffered ; and his whole ſoul Vas occupied: 
in forming fehemes to deſtroy that hap- 
pineſs which he could not participate 


For this ſpecial purpoſe, he not: only 
Kept up a contitiual corteſpondence with 
all the intermediate Ruſſian governments, 
but employed emiſſaries upon the frontiers, 
by which means he. was acquainted with 
every. 


N 


every thing which paſſed in the ſcene of 


action. . 
42 


W + 


The troops under the command of 
Prince Albert, and the Wiatkians, in which 
corps the Viſcount Leinſter bore the rank 
of Lieutenant golonel, had now penetrated 
Ruſſian Lithuania ; ; from whence, after a a 
che north banks of the Nieper, and croſs- 
ing the river at Borowick, reſted: a ſecond 
time at Kudak, a. ftrong town in the Po- 
liſh” Þalatinare of Kiovia. | 


The 47 ens character of Prince Albert 
having reached KuJak long before his ar- 
rival, he was there joined by a large body 
of Tartar Coffacks, who voluntarily united 
with their gallant countrymen already 
under his command. 


From Kudak the march was continued 
through the provinces of Moldavia and 
Wallachia : and, after a route of three 
weeks, the 13 body arrived at Semlin, 
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in Rin health 4 ſpirits, and in we 
* ark ſtate of difcipline. By 
The venerable commander in "Lie of 
the Imperial army was then, notwithſtand- 
ing his advanced age, making the moſt 
active and judicious arrangements for re- 
| dueing the Belgrade garriſon. The city 
Was ſaid to contain twenty-two thoufand 
men, the flower of the Turkiſh army, and 
to be well ſtored with ammunition and 
proviſions of all kind. The früitful plains 
of Boſnia, 'Macedogia, and Albania, the 
Morea, and the iſlands of che Archipe- 
lago, together with the ſubordinate ſtates 
| of Algier, Tripoly, and Tunis, poured 
5 forth their abundant ſtares; and every thing, 
on the part of the Mahometans, announced 
a refiſtance and defence of equal reſolu- 
tion and vigour. - OE 125 y 
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